HEF Newsletter  8 March  2022

Dear Highland Environment Forum members,
There's just over a week to go until our spring seminar on 16 March @ 10.00 - 12.30  Getting deer management in the Highlands right. Jointly promoted by Highland Environment Forum and the Wester Ross Biosphere Nature group.
This news story from Belarus is one of both tremendous achievement and sadness - but reveals just how much people can achieve when they work together -  with thanks to Birdlife International: 'Belarus is now one of the world’s leaders in peatlands restoration.'
Report
· Soil Association, Regenerative Forestry report
Three Scottish Government reports:
· Potential scale of Scottish seaweed-based industries
· Sustainable and regenerative farming - next steps 

· Scotland’s National Strategy for Economic Transformation
Strategy
· Highland Council: Growing Our Future - A Community Food Growing Strategy for Highland 
News
· Marine Scotland’s Marine Litter Strategy 2022 Consultation – Plastic@Bay response
· Scottish Water's call to ban wipes
· Scotland's capercaillie could vanish in 30 years 

· Firefighters tackle mile-long gorse fire near Rogart
· Climate change: Five things we've learned from the IPCC report
Research
· The vulnerability of British aquatic insects to climate change. Led by Craig Macadam, Buglife
· Scottish Government must go further to restore peatlands in pursuit of net zero, study finds 

· John Muir Trust, Floating path trial on Skye 

· How Much Marsh Restoration Is Enough to Deliver Wave Attenuation Coastal Protection Benefits? 

· Facilitating Salt Marsh Restoration: The Importance of Event-Based Bed Level Dynamics and Seasonal Trends in Bed Level Change 
· Phytogenics From Sage and Lemon Verbena Promote Growth, Systemic Immunity and Disease Resistance in Atlantic Salmon
· Measuring the Efficiency of Alternative Marine Biodiversity Monitoring Sampling Strategies
· Extensive Use of Habitat-Damaging Fishing Gears Inside Habitat-Protecting Marine Protected Areas
Award
· Entries open for VIBES Scottish Environment Business Awards. For businesses who are taking the lead in the transition to a net zero emissions economy through innovation, partnerships, circular economy, adaptation and a commitment to making the environment a key factor in decision making.Closing date 29 April
Blogs
· Plant/pollinator interactions and climate change, NatureScot
· Landscape recovery - a different approach? GWCT
Podcasts
· Future Forests  - how land management can help create places equipped for the climate emergency and biodiversity crisis
Funding
· Climate Change Mitigation and Adaptation Practical Training Fund from Lantra and Skillseeder is open to applications from people aged 13 and over.
Volunteer
· Future Woodlands Scotland Trustee
Jobs
· National Trust for Scotland. Ranger for Glencoe NNR. Closing date 11th March 

· NatureScot Transformative Land Use Adviser. 12-month contract. Closing date 11th March

· A9 Consulting Ltd Ornithologist/Ecologist, various posts. Closing date 11th March

· RSPB Seasonal Ranger x2 - Abernethy. Closing date 20th March

· Scottish Invasive Species Initiative, seasonal project officers (several posts). Closing date 21 March 

· John o’ Groats Trail Developer. 2-year contract. Closing date 28 March

Events
Nature Walks for Wellbeing, Inverness - poster attached

March
· 16 March @ 10.00 - 12.30 : Forum seminar on Getting deer management in the Highlands right. Jointly promoted by Highland Environment Forum and the Wester Ross Biosphere Nature group. Find out more and book here
· 17 March @ 09.45 - 13.00 Wester Ross UNESCO Biosphere: Managing Change in our Lands and Seas

 HYPERLINK "https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/wester-ross-unesco-biosphere-managing-change-in-our-lands-and-seas-tickets-251440173327?fbclid=IwAR3huaPaDjrLvSmJ7JSXwQKTmJfbn62VU_hqi8c7RvMqGU11ZbChatkxqjI" \t "_blank" , Wester Ross UNESCO Biosphere

· 19 March to 5 April Discovering Beetles, FSC online course

· 22 Mar @ 09.30 - 15.30 British Dragonfly Society Spring Meeting 

· 26th @ 20.30 Earth Hour

April
· 1 April @ 13.00 to 14.00 Polling the Pollinators: Taking part in the UK Pollinator Monitoring Scheme
· 7th April @ 10.00- 13.30 techniques for growing Vegetables for all Seasons, Allangrange, Black Isle. Cost £45. Find out more and book at office@blackislegardendesign.com 

· 13th April - 18th May Field Studies Council online - Discovering Bees 
May
· 1-30th May (mondays - afternoon or evening), Discovering iRecord: Butterflies & Moths 

· 14-22 of May Green Health Week 

With regards,
 
Caroline
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Caroline Vawdrey
(1.5 days per week)
T. 01381 600243
The Forum is funded by Highland Council, NatureScot and Scottish Forestry
and was established to provide an arena for discussion, networking and action on environmental subjects. 
To do this we:
· Foster and coordinate activity on environmental matters
· Take forward relevant actions identified in the Highland Outcome Improvement Plan and be a valuable source of practical advice
· Identify, and respond to, emerging environmental agendas
· Provide a link between local groups and national strategies, action plans and reporting
· Raise awareness and promote good practice on environmental issues
We hold two full Forum meetings a year,  and facilitate field meetings and discussion groups.
www.highlandenvironmentforum.info
www.facebook.com/highlandenvironmentforum
twitter.com/HiEnvironment
www.instagram.com/highlandenvironmentforum
